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Report Cards
Water quality programs and other stakeholders have used a report card format to 
convey the results of their assessments or track achievement of program goals in a 
format that is intuitive to the public. 

This document includes examples from the following locations, in order:
• Chesapeake Bay
• Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
• Kentucky
• Minnesota

The examples that follow are not intended to be comprehensive; rather, their collection 
is meant to facilitate the sharing of ideas among water quality programs, especially 
CWA 303(d) programs, and generate new ideas about how to use this format for 
different purposes.



Chesapeake Bay Report Cards

The University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science’s Chesapeake Bay Report 
Card is published as both a short report and an interactive online tool. The report 
includes a narrative overview as well as an assessment of the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed, and the interactive tool allows users to explore the Bay’s water quality 
currently and over time, and in certain locations and in terms of certain indicators. 

https://ecoreportcard.org/site/assets/files/2265/2019_chesapeake_bay_watershed_report_card-1.pdf
https://ecoreportcard.org/report-cards/chesapeake-bay/bay-health/
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Commonwealth of  the Northern Mariana 
Islands: TMDL Watershed Report Cards
These one-page cards provide, for various watersheds in the Northern Mariana 
Islands, a snapshot of local land cover, uses, water quality trends, bacteria sources, 
and planned or ongoing restoration and protection actions. The full suite of report 
cards can be found on BECQ’s website here.

http://deq.gov.mp/sec.asp?secID=71




Kentucky: Basin Report Cards

Beginning in 2018, the Kentucky Division of Water assisted Watershed Watch in 
Kentucky (WWKY) with producing Basin Report Cards designed to use WWKY data to 
inform current and future volunteers about water quality in their Basin and the sampling 
that is being done. In addition to the following examples, the report cards can be 
accessed here.

http://kywater.org/sciad/report-cards/










Minnesota: Clean Water Fund Report Cards

In 2008, Minnesota voters passed the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment to 
the state constitution, approving a sales tax increase to provide funding for drinking 
water protection, water quality protection and restoration, and other natural 
resources and cultural heritage projects. 

The Clean Water Fund Report Cards, released every two years since 2016, 
accompany the full Clean Water Fund Performance Report and provide a qualitative 
assessment of action implementation and outcomes using a wide range of 
performance measures.

More information, full reports, and previous years’ report cards can be found here.

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/report-clean-water-fund-spending





