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How did we get here?
Vision: Align TMDL and nonpoint programs

1998

TMDL settlement 
agreement: 
• Required Ecology to 

write implementation 
plans.

2000s
• TMDL focus on 

development pace
• Prescriptive TMDLs
• 319 funded TMDLs

• Nonpoint program.
• Straight to 

Implementation 
(ARP)

• Identifying 
pollution sources 
and getting BMPs 
on the ground.

2010s

• Increased focus on 
TMDL implementation

• Created TMDL 
template (one 
document)

• Further integrating the 
TMDL and Nonpoint 
programs

2020s

• Started using 
TMDL template
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Organizational Advantages

303d
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Grant 
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Science 
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Opportunities 
• Implementability. 
• Leveraging the best parts of each 

program. 
• 319 grant eligibility.
• One place to go for Ecology’s Plan.
• Reduces number of plans.
• Alignment.
• Helpful 319 elements:

• The identification of causes of impairment 
and pollution sources

•  A description of the NPS management 
measures needed to be implemented

• Schedule and Milestones 6



Challenges
• Usefulness of some 

information.
• Plan length.
• Implementability.
• EPA review.
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Contact
Ben Rau
Watershed Planning Unit Supervisor
Ben.Rau@ecy.wa.gov 
360-742-6529
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Thank You!

Good Examples: 
Little Spokane River DO, pH, 
and Total Phosphorus TMDL

Lower White pH TMDL

mailto:Ben.Rau@ecy.wa.gov
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2010033.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2010033.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2210011.html
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