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Introduction to 
CA’s 
Landscape

189, 454miles of river
>3,000 lakes + reservoirs
2.9 - 4.3 million acres wetlands
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Monitoring 
program role 
in protection 
efforts
SWAMP program data and information is 
used for beneficial use and water quality 
standards assessment for the protection of 
environmental and public health. 



CA Integrated 
Assessment of 
Watershed 
Health

2013

Wa te rs h e d  c o n d itio n
Wa te rs h e d  vu ln e ra b ility
Stre a m  h e a lth  (20 13 m a p  p ic tu re d   o n  rig h t)



Why protect 
healthy 
watersheds?

Water Board Mission



Establish 
Protection 
Strategy 



Protection Strategy Overview



Applications 

Regulatory Non - regulatory



Protection 
Actions at the 
Water Boards



Integrated 
Report

Identification of high quality waters through 
Integrated Report Assessments



Nonpoint 
Source 
Program 
Goals

Goal 1. Develop Assessment Dashboard

Goal 2. Use the NPS Grant Program to protect 
high quality and/or healthy watersheds.



Regional NPS Examples
Central Coast Water Board
Goal 1: Prevent and/or correct threats to 
high quality waters

San Diego Water Board
Goal 1: Protect and restore natural flow regimes; net 
gain in wetland and riparian areas and quality; RARE 
beneficial use is not impaired; streams support 
ecologically balanced and sustainable communities 
of native organisms. 



Thank You!
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