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Pairing Hazard Planning with Policy
Leveraging tools and activating partnerships



Partnerships, Funding, and Policy Case Studies

Measure Q – Parcel Tax (2014)
Instituted a $24 annual parcel tax for 15 years

Surface Water Fee (2020)
Instituted a $24 annual parcel tax for 15 years

FEMA Mitigation Policies (2013-2022)
Funding for drought, wildfire, flood mitigation



Ecosystem Service Framework



Case Study: Conservation District of Santa Cruz



Case Study: Conservation District of Santa Cruz

SC3

Policy: Measure Q

Santa Cruz County-wide parcel tax
$87 annual per parcel

$7.5M per year



Case Study: City of Snoqualmie



Case Study: City of Snoqualmie

Policy: Ordinance 1198 Amendment

Expanded the list of eligible utility-funded 
activities to include forest management

+$4.7M to +$5.7M increased funding from the 
stormwater fee increase

King 
Conservation 

District

City of 
Snoqualmie

City of 
Tukwila      



Case Study: Hazard Mitigation Applications

June 2013

Mitigation Policy FP-108-024-01

2013

2016

2017

2021

Introduction of ecosystem services in PDM and 
HMA grants using BCA tool

Creation of Climate Resilient Mitigation Activities 
enabling water storage (aquifer storage) valuations

Drought and wildfire mitigation projects become 
valid as CRMAs

FEMA updates original 2013 values for more robust 
valuation and inclusion of more land cover types



Examples of CD Collaboration in Hazard Mitigation

City of 
Snohomish

Snohomish 
CD

PDM 
2023

King County

King CD

HMGP 
PDM  
2022

UC Santa 
Cruz

Coastal San 
Luis RCD

PDM 
2019

Washington 
County, OR

Multiple 
Water 
Districts 

HMGP 
PDM 
2023

Multi-jurisdiction hazard 
mitigation planning

Wildfire fuel 
reduction

Watershed 
restoration & 
flood planning

Shoreline, flood 
& groundwater 
resilience



Other Applications of 
Ecosystem Service Framework

• Asset Management: Capital Investment 
Portfolio and Operating Budgets

• Risk Modeling: Monetizing Risk Abatement 
with BMPs

• Compost Program: Return on Investment of 
Compost and Biosolids Applications

• Tree Regulation: Using Ecosystem Service 
Value to Inform Tree Canopy Management and 
Critical Areas



Thank you
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