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Welcome and Introduction

Phera Ramoeli, Executive Secretary, Permanent Okavango River Basin 
Water Commission (OKACOM)
on behalf of ZAMCOM and the many co-convening partners



Introduction to the Women in Water 
Diplomacy Network and Our Shared 
Commitments to the 2023 UN Water 
Action Agenda

Elizabeth A. Koch, Senior Manager, Environmental Law Institute and Process Support Team

Lead for the Women in Water Diplomacy Network; and

Tais Reznikova, Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia (CAREC) and Network

Process Support Team



Before we move forward together…

...let’s remember some of the 
Women in Water Diplomacy 
Network’s #HerStory



For many – transboundary water diplomacy forum often 
look like this .....

The Women in Water Diplomacy Network was founded 
to change that picture......



Why a focus on women is needed? Costs – Benefits – Opportunities

Resources are scarce

Investing directly in 

women is an easy 

choice

Sources: Krause et. Al., 2018; UNSC, 2000; UN Women, 2018; Earle, A. & Bazilli, S. 2013; Troell and Yaari, 2019; available here: 
https://www.siwi.org/what-we-do/women-in-water-diplomacy/ 

Support to women 
water experts 

Opportunity to elevate distinctive 
knowledge, perspectives and experiences

More comprehensive understanding of 
relevant water issues and challenges

Broader set of equitable solutions

Failure to include 
women equitably

Has direct cost to political decision-
making at transboundary level

Undermines progress toward cooperative 
and sustainable management 



Persistent Barriers to Women Water Diplomats’ Participation

Sponsored in person 
attendance is rare.

Women Water 
Diplomats have a lot of 

different responsibilities

Conflict Barriers 
restricting movement

Internet connectivityLanguage Barriers Political Barriers 
restricting movement

Target: Removal of 
Participation Barriers

Result: Improved 
Inclusive Decision Making



The Woman in Water
Diplomacy Pilot Network 
Forum; Uganda.
October 2017



The second Women in Water Diplomacy Network 
Forum; Ethiopia, Dec 2018



Third Nile Network Forum, Jan 2020



2020 
Digital Water 
Diplomacy 
Network 
Adaptions



Yodit Balcha
Sen. Climate 
Change 
Adaptation 
Advisor, Ministry 
of Water and 
Energy 
(Ethiopia)

Jacqueline 
Nyirakamana
Transboundary
Water Resources 
Cooperation 
Specialist, Min of 
Environment 
(Rwanda)

Dr Muna 
Musnad
UNESCO Chair in 
Water Res., 
Omdurman
Islamic 
University 
(Sudan)

Theresa 
Khakasa 
Wasike
Director of 
Administration, 
Ministry of Water 
(Kenya)

Dr Zodwa 
Dlamini
Independent 
Consultant 
and Former Chief 
Del. and Per. Rep. 
on the Lesotho 
Highlands Water 
Com. (South Africa)

Dr Tahani 
Sileet
Head, Central 
Depart. for Ext 
Cooperation in 
the Nile Water 
Sector, Min. of 
Water Res. & 
Irr. (Egypt)

Nompumelelo 
Ntshalintshali-
Motsa
Africa Regional 
Coordinator,
Sanitation and 
Water for All 
(Eswatini)

Tumaini 
Mwamyalla
National Desk/ 
Focal Officer for 
the Nile Basin 
Initiative, Min. 
of Water 
(Tanzania)

Women in Water Diplomacy Leadership Council!



Women in Water Diplomacy Network 
#Herstory Resource Series 

https://siwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/women-in-water-diplomacy_development-and-inception-report_v3-1.pdf
https://siwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/womenswaterleadershipinthenilebasin_digital_20190814secondversion1.pdf
https://siwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/wwdn-nile-and-beyond-global-strategy-2022-2027_v4.pdf


2021 Launch of the 
Women in Water 
Management 
Network in Central 
Asia and 
Afghanistan!!



Women in Water Diplomacy Global Network Forum 2022





Achieved Through Five Strategic Pillars:



Women in Water Diplomacy Network
A Growing Global Partnership

Shared Waters Partnership
supporting Women in Water Diplomacy in 
the Nile Basin 2017 - 2023

Together, we can do more!

Women in Water Management Network
Central Asia and Afghanistan 2020-2022

Women in Water Diplomacy Global Strategy
Supporting the Network in the Nile and 
Beyond 2022-2027



Expert Panelists:

• Johanna Sumuvuori, State Secretary, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Finland 

• Tanya Trujillo, Assistant Secretary of the Department 

of Interior, United States 

• Yodit Balcha, Women in Water Diplomacy Network 

Leadership Council, Ethiopia

• Commissioner Merrell-Ann Phare, International Joint 

Commission, Canada 

• Yogita Upadya Mumssen, Practice Manager, Water 

Global Practice, World Bank

• Dr Kathryn Bryk Friedman, North American Arctic 

Policy Advisor, Ted Stevens Center for Arctic Security 

Studies 

High Level Panel: 

Elevating Critical 

Voices in Water 

Diplomacy

Introduction by:

Ambassador Igli Hasani, 

Organization for Cooperation and 

Security in Europe 

Panel Moderated by: 

Dr Saule Ospanova, Organization 

for Cooperation and Security in 

Europe, with:



Water intelligence: 
A prerequisite for 
addressing global 
water crises

Dr Irena Creed, 
Vice-Principal Research & 
Innovation at University of 
Toronto Scarborough

Book Launch: 
Recognizing Women 
Water Thought 
Leaders – from India 
to Canada

ElsaMarie Dsilva, 
Red Dot Foundation 



The world is facing a rapidly mounting number of water conflicts.
(Data source: The Water Conflict Chronology of the Pacific Institute, 2023).



A key element for success in defusing these conflicts is being overlooked
—a systems thinking, evidence-based understanding of the water cycle that is shared 

by the parties to a conflict. 

We argue that this understanding 
is so important that it deserves a 
name of its own
—Water Intelligence Quotient 
or Water-IQ. 



The amount of water on the Earth and in its atmosphere 
remains constant as it goes through the water cycle

But where it moves, when it moves, how it moves, and why 
it moves is changing.

The “old playbook” for water diplomacy is not working.

Water-IQ must also reflect a recognition of the myriad factors 
that are influencing the water cycle.



Trends in total water storage from the NASA GRACE and GRACE Follow-On Missions from 2002-2022. Red areas have lost water over the last 20 
years, while blue areas have gained water. Image: Map updated from Rodell, Famiglietti, et al. 2018 by Jay Famiglietti, Arizona State University; 
Hrishi Chandanpurkar, FLAME University; AJ Purdy, California State University, Monterey Bay; and Xander Huggins, University of Victoria

The water cycle being taught in school has fundamental omissions. 
These omissions include: (1) how climate change is making wet areas wetter and dry areas drier. 



(2) The importance of water’s global connectivity
—how changes in one part of the planet impact those in another.



And (3) How natural and human activities are 
homogenizing1 the water cycle and altering global connections2.

1 Levia DF, Creed IF, et al. 2020. Nature Geoscience 13:656-658.
2 Creed IF, et al. 2019. Frontiers in Forests and Global Change 2:64.  
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Why is a Water-IQ needed?
Our goal is to 
water-proof our peace actions
and conflict-proof our water actions.



Critical voices in water diplomacy

Our goal is to 
water-proof our peace actions
and conflict-proof our water actions.

Why is a Water-IQ needed?

• Respecting diverse and equitable voices. 
• Women and gender minorities, Indigenous peoples, 

members of racialized minorities, persons with disabilities.
• Track 4 diplomacy.



Critical voices in water diplomacy

• Respecting diverse and equitable voices. 
• Women and gender minorities, Indigenous peoples, 

members of racialized minorities, persons with disabilities.
• Track 4 diplomacy.
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• Empowering ourselves.
• The strength of data, 

data democracy, and 
data sovereignty.

• The ability to use that data 
to solve complex problems, 
make decisions that benefit 
society, and to adapt to 
diverse environments for 
their survival.

Why is a Water-IQ needed?
Our goal is to 
water-proof our peace actions
and conflict-proof our water actions.



What is the minimum Water-IQ needed?

Facts emerging from scientific advances must be included in a 
minimum Water-IQ. 

But is this minimum Water-IQ enough? 

Specialized experts and actors with professional and lived experiences 
contribute the knowledge needed to identify viable options in a water 
crisis. 

And so, we also need the collective Water-IQ, which increases with the 
incremental Water-IQ added by specialized experts and actors 
participating in collective actions.



Who needs this minimum water-IQ?

Diplomacy has traditionally been the domain of a professional corps, 
but now a more inclusive view of diplomacy is emerging. 

This shift in power structures—where all relevant experts and actors 
are given agency through an inclusive and equitable voice—makes it 
imperative for all members of society to have at least a minimum 
Water-IQ.

So, with diplomacy expanding its ranks, Water-IQ needs to go 
mainstream. 





Data, information, and Water-IQ



We are making a call-to-action 
to mainstream Water-IQ

Water-IQ needs to be raised across a broad front—and quickly. 

This means that diplomats, decision-makers, experts, as well as civic 
society need to get up to speed with the “new” water cycle. 

EVENT SESSION: A New Era in Water Intelligence Driving Collective Action
March 22, 2023 | 5:00 p.m. | UN 2023 Water Conference: Side Event Room A, New York, NY



We are mobilizing actors to raise our collective water-IQ.





Yodit Balcha, Women in Water Diplomacy Network 

Leadership Council, Ethiopia

Omair Ahmad, Third Pole, India;

Aziza Sharofova Khamza kizi, Women in Water 

Management Network, Uzbekistan;

Kerry Schneider, Senior Program Manager, SIWI, Sweden;

Viviane Kinyaga, Orange-Senqu River Basin Commission 

and Women in Water Diplomacy Network Member, South 

Africa;

Read today by Network Members and 

Supporters including:



Women in Water Diplomacy Network
A Growing Global Partnership

Shared Waters Partnership
supporting Women in Water Diplomacy in 
the Nile Basin 2017 - 2023

THANK YOU!

Women in Water Management Network
Central Asia and Afghanistan 2020-2022

Women in Water Diplomacy Partners


