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Ohio EMA Mitigation Branch

The mission of the Mitigation Branch is to integrate hazard 
mitigation principles in a variety of ways to make Ohio communities 
more sustainable and citizens more resilient in the face of future 
disaster events.

• Develop and maintain the SOHMP

• Assist Ohio communities in local mitigation planning efforts

• Administer FEMAs Hazard Mitigation Assistance grant programs

• Chair the State Hazard Mitigation Team
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Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA2K)

• Amended the Robert T. Stafford Act

• Establishes state and local mitigation planning 
requirement

• Establishes the 7% mitigation plan fund set-aside

• Increased Federal funds for mitigation projects based 
on type of state plan
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44 CFR 201 – Mitigation Planning

• 201.3 - Outlines responsibilities of 
FEMA, States & local/tribal 
governments

• 201.4 - Standard State Mitigation 
Plan

• 201.5 – Enhanced State Mitigation 
Plans

• 201.6 – Local Mitigation Plans
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Mitigation Planning Process

Organize Resources

•Assess community support

•Build the planning team

•Engage the public

Assess Risks

• Identify hazards

•Profile hazard events

• Inventory assets

•Estimate losses

Develop a Mitigation 
Plan

•Establish goals/objectives

• Identify/prioritize actions

•Prepare the strategy

•Document the process

Implement the Plan 
and Monitor Progress

•Adopt the plan

• Implement the 
recommendations

•Evaluate results

•Revise the plan



O H I O  E M E R G E N C Y  M A N A G E M E N T  A G E N C Y

Mitigation Planning Guidance

https://ema.ohio.gov/mitigation-recovery/mitigation/mitigation-
planning/resources/06-resources

https://ema.ohio.gov/mitigation-recovery/mitigation/mitigation-planning/resources/06-resources
https://ema.ohio.gov/mitigation-recovery/mitigation/mitigation-planning/resources/06-resources
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State of Ohio Hazard Mitigation Plan 2024 Update

• Enhanced assessment of flood risk 
for state owned critical facilities

• Incorporates National Risk Index 
(NRI) data

• Updated HAZUS Level 2 runs for 
counties in I-71 corridor

• Update of digital plan summary

• https://ema.ohio.gov/mitigation-
recovery/mitigation/mitigation-
planning

https://ema.ohio.gov/mitigation-recovery/mitigation/mitigation-planning
https://ema.ohio.gov/mitigation-recovery/mitigation/mitigation-planning
https://ema.ohio.gov/mitigation-recovery/mitigation/mitigation-planning
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Local Hazard Mitigation Plans

• Multi-jurisdictional 
countywide plans

• Plans vary in quality and 
implementation

• County EMA Director 
responsible, but 
accomplished in different 
ways
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Mitigation Information Portal – Local HIRA
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MIP – Vulnerability Analysis
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MIP – Local Hazard Mitigation Actions
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Mitigation Planning and Legal Practice

• Plan formulation – STAPLEE

• Mitigation plan adoption

• Mitigation action 
implementation
• Property closing
• Deed review and recording
• Open space issue resolution
• Local hazard mitigation 

ordinance/building code/zoning 
code/subdivision regulation 
update

• Procurement and contracts



O H I O  E M E R G E N C Y  M A N A G E M E N T  A G E N C Y

https://ema.ohio.gov/mitigation-
recovery/mitigation

https://ema.ohio.gov/mitigation-recovery/mitigation
https://ema.ohio.gov/mitigation-recovery/mitigation
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Ottawa Open Space Re-use Project
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ELI Open Space Re-use Meeting and Report
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Arrowhead Park – Kayak Access and 
Walking Path
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Dog Park
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West End – Soccer Field Complex
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Paul’s Hardware Lot
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Other Approved Natural Space Re-uses

•Native prairie planting on 
Elm Street

• Family gardens

• Extra yard space

•Urban fruit orchard

• Forested lots


	Slide 1:  Mitigation Planning and Open Space Re-use
	Slide 2: Emergency Management
	Slide 3: Ohio EMA Mitigation Branch
	Slide 4: Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA2K)
	Slide 5: 44 CFR 201 – Mitigation Planning
	Slide 6: Mitigation Planning Process
	Slide 7: Mitigation Planning Guidance
	Slide 8: State of Ohio Hazard Mitigation Plan 2024 Update
	Slide 9: Local Hazard Mitigation Plans
	Slide 10: Mitigation Information Portal – Local HIRA
	Slide 11: MIP – Vulnerability Analysis
	Slide 12: MIP – Local Hazard Mitigation Actions
	Slide 13: Mitigation Planning and Legal Practice
	Slide 14: https://ema.ohio.gov/mitigation-recovery/mitigation
	Slide 15: Ottawa Open Space Re-use Project
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: ELI Open Space Re-use Meeting and Report
	Slide 18: Arrowhead Park – Kayak Access and Walking Path
	Slide 19: Dog Park
	Slide 20: West End – Soccer Field Complex
	Slide 21: Paul’s Hardware Lot
	Slide 22: Other Approved Natural Space Re-uses

