
North American 

Women in Water Diplomacy Network:

Reception and Launch Event @CRWUA

Wednesday, December 13, 2023 | Colorado River Water Users Association Annual 
Conference, Las Vegas; Chablis Room, Paris Las Vegas Hotel |, 4:30 PM -6:30 PM 



Welcome!

Dr Sharon Megdal, Director of the Water 
Resources Research Center at the University 
of Arizona



Women in Water Diplomacy Network 
A Growing Partnership across North America!



‘A Path Forward for Women, Water, Peace 
and Security’ - Introduction to the Women 
in Water Diplomacy Network

Elizabeth A. Koch, Senior Manager, Environmental 
Law Institute; Process Support Lead for the Women 
in Water Diplomacy Network 



What is Water Diplomacy & Who is a Water Diplomat?

Water diplomacy recognizes that there are many different actors that can create 
solution spaces for conflicts over water and windows of opportunity for cooperation 
over water. Water diplomacy can help to assess and generate opportunities for 
cooperation in shared basins and improve water security.

Formal Diplomacy (Track 1) Official/Formal communication between state actors with 
the authority and mandate to speak and make decisions on behalf of their 
governments or institutions. 

Informal Diplomacy (Track 2 and 1.5) Dialogue between non-officials to build 
relations, resolve conflict, manage a crisis or build trust, based on agreed mandate, 
roles and responsibilities. It can include officials in informal roles (Track 1.5), 
academics, NGOs, faith-based organizations, business partners, media, retired civil 
servants and other ‘’insiders’’ (Track 2). 



Why focus on inclusion in water diplomacy? 
Specifically, gender equality?

The status quo is 

exclusive

Under-represented and 

vulnerable communities 

on all sides bear 

disproportionate and 

cumulative harm from 

water and climate 

decisions.



Some progress in North America but a long way to go….



Costs – Benefits – Opportunities

Resources are scarce

Investing directly in 

women is an easy 

choice

Sources: Krause et. Al., 2018; UNSC, 2000; UN Women, 2018; Earle, A. & Bazilli, S. 2013; Troell and Yaari, 2019; available here: 
https://www.siwi.org/what-we-do/women-in-water-diplomacy/ 

Failure to include 
women equitably

Has direct cost to political decision-
making at transboundary level

Can contribute to conflict relapse

Undermines progress toward cooperative 
and sustainable management 

Support to women 
water experts 

Opportunity to elevate distinctive 
knowledge, perspectives and experiences

More comprehensive understanding of 
relevant water issues and challenges

Broader set of equitable solutions



Snapshot: Women in 
Water Diplomacy 
Network 

• Initiated in the Nile Basin in 2017

• Central Asia-Afghanistan Network launched in 2021

• Global Strategy released in 2022

• New basin Networks under development – Southern Africa, Americas

• Networks host regular in-person and online experience exchange sessions; 
collectively engage in basin, regional, international events of critical importance to 
water cooperation; enables inter-generational and cross border mentoring and 
shared learning for women water diplomats and more.



Learn more with our #Herstory Resource Series 



Women in Water Diplomacy Global Network Forum 2022



Collective Positive Visibility 

• Launched alongside the Women in Water Diplomacy
Network’s Global Strategy at the 2022 World Water
Week

• Collaboratively designed in partnership with Anna
Forsberg and Stina Lanneskog

• Worn by Network members and supporters
championing the Network’s shared objectives at a range
of high level global and basin dialogues bringing
attention to the boundary crossing movement for
gender equality in transboundary water decision
making.



2022 Call to launch a Network in North America
‘There has never been a more important time for a Network

like this to exist. The challenges we are facing are so significant

– while we all face them – the impacts are most severely on

those that are marginalized and vulnerable. We have a very long

way to go and one of the things that I think is most valuable

about this Network is its role in helping us challenge

assumptions about the way things are, how we make decisions,

and the way things should be…..’ Canadian Commissioner

Merrell-Ann Phare, International Joint Commission, World

Water Week 2022

North American Network Working Objective:
To establish a Women in Water Diplomacy Network across Mexico, Canada, United States anchored in

Indigenous leadership; adapting and adopting the Global Strategy for North American contexts and

communities.



Women in Water Diplomacy UN Water Conference 2023



Proposed North American Network Development Process

Launch Event

Partnership 
Consultations

Collective 
Engagement in 
Global Network 
Events

In-person and 
online workshops 
and Webinars

Adaption and 
Adoption of the 
Global Strategy 
for North America

We need your support! Detailed proposal for North 
American Network Inception and Development available at: 

https://siwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/wwdn-nile-and-beyond-global-strategy-2022-2027_v4.pdf


Upcoming Opportunity: 2024 Global Network Forum

▪ March 4-8, 2024 in Vienna, Austria 

▪ 2024 Global Network Forum is made possible by targeted support from the 
MFA of Finland and joint programming with OSCE and other partners

▪ 4 days of joint learning and experience exchange with Network members and 
supporters from around the world!

▪ Networking and informal engagement activities.

▪ Celebration of International Women’s Day on March 8th together.

▪ Limited sponsored participation packages, self-sponsorship or sponsor a 
delegate opportunities!

▪ Read the 2022 After Action Report on the first Global Network Forum to get 
a sense of the experience.

https://siwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/women-in-water-diplomacy-global-network-forum-and-www22_after-action-report_-.pdf


Interested to apply to join the 2024 Global 
Network Forum?

Submit your application by January 5, 2024!

https://forms.office.com/r/9aNFTMSqB2



• Commissioner Adriana Resendez, International 

Boundary and Water Commission, Mexico 

and Commissioner Maria-Elena Giner, International 

Boundary and Water Commission, United States

• Lorelei Cloud, Vice Chair, Southern Ute Tribal 

Council, Southern Ute Tribe and Co-chair, Indigenous 

Women’s Leadership Network

• Commissioner Camille Calimlim Touton, United 

States Bureau of Reclamation

• Commissioner Merrell-Ann Phare, International 

Joint Commission, Canada (recorded video message)

Reflections 
from 
Network 
Champions



Open Mic – Your reflections welcome!

Jennifer Pitt, Director, Colorado River 
Program, National Audubon Society 



Closing Remarks:

Chairwoman Amelia Flores, 
Colorado River Indian Tribes



Thank you!
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