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The National Sea Grant Law Center has been conducting law and policy

research on Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) 

Background

Federal Level:

Tracking major regulatory activities related to PFAS

Safe Drinking Water Act

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and

Liability Act (CERCLA)

Clean Water Act

Added 12 PFAS to recommendations to states on what

contaminants to monitor for in locally caught, freshwater fish

State Level:

NSGLC has been working region by region

Great Lakes and Southeast - complete

Other regions in progress







Regulatory
Approaches

Maximum contaminant levels (regulatory) for

drinking water

Health-based values (guidance) for drinking water

Hazardous substance designations

Surface and Groundwater Protections

Product restrictions (e.g., firefighting foam,

packaging)

Food consumption advisories

Biosolids
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Southeast

https://www.scseagrant.org/contaminants-of-emerging-concern/
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Great Lakes Comparative Analysis

Legal Scans and Compilations

Case Studies:

Amara’s Law: Minnesota’s

Consumer Products Law

Biosolids

https://nsglc.olemiss.edu/projects/greatlakespfas/index.html



All states in GL region except PA and Georgia

have provisions related to aqueous film forming

foams (AFFF).

4 main types of bans: 1) use, 2) training, 3)

testing, 4) manufacturing, sale, and distribution. 

Each of these bans can be with or without

exceptions. 

Some states have notification requirements,

AFFF collection programs & additional

programs.

Firefighting
Actions



Great Lakes Drinking Water Standards



Federal 
Drinking 
Water 
Standards
Update

EPA proposed changes to PFAS drinking water rule - May 18, 2026

#1 - PFOA and PFOS compliance date moved to 2031

#2 - Rescission of all other standards.

For now, all standards are in place and still part of litigation

Public comment on both proposals accepted until July 20, 2026

Public hearing on July 7, 2026

Details on EPA website



Clean
Water Act

September 2024- EPA published final science-based water quality

concentrations for 10 PFAS.

Levels represent the highest concentrations of pollutants in surface water

that would allow fish and other aquatic species to live, grow, and reproduc

The water quality criteria and benchmarks, are not regulatory and are not

required. 

States and Tribes can consider using them to develop water quality

standards.



NPDES Limits: Trump administration withdrew

Biden draft effluent limitations in January 2025.

Announced intent to draft its on effluent

limitation guidelines

State Standards: 4 in region states have taken

steps to regulate PFAS is surface water.

MI - water quality values 

MN - water quality standards

NY - water quality guidance values

WI - water quality standards

VT - draft 2020 standards

Surface
Water 



Contaminants to
Monitor in Fish and
Shellfish Advisory
Programs 
EPA - July 2024 

“Contaminants to Monitor for Advisories” - EPA/other federal agencies have

released measures oral toxicity in humans (reference dose, cancer slope

factor

Perfluorodecanoic acid (PFDA) 

Perfluorohexane sulfonic acid (PFHxS) 

Perfluorononanoic acid (PFNA) 

Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) 

Perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS)

“Contaminants to Monitor to Watch” - EPA/other federal agencies have not

yet released assessments of the effects on human health. States should

monitor to see if accumulating in fish in local waters

Perfluorodecanesulfonic acid (PFDS) 

Perfluorododecanoic acid (PFDoA) 

Perfluoroheptanesulfonic acid (PFHpS) 

Perfluorooctanesulfonamide (PFOSA) 

Perfluorotetradecanoic acid (PFTeDA) 

Perfluorotridecanoic acid (PFTrDA) 

Perfluoroundecanoic acid (PFUdA, PFUnA, PFUnDA)



Fish - Most states in the region are issuing

some type of fish advisory related to PFAS.

Ohio and Vermont are currently only

sampling for PFAS and have yet to issue an

advisory. 

Deer - Michigan and Wisconsin 

Waterfowl - Wisconsin 

Aquatic & Semi-Aquatic Species - Michigan

Food -
Great Lakes



Great Lakes
Fish
COnsortium

Membership includes 8 U.S. states bordering the Great

Lakes and the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and

Climate Change and Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife

Commission

Current mandates:

Provide the primary forum for Great Lakes Fish

Advisory Programs to collaborate on generating data

for and guidance on developing fish consumption

advisories 

Share and review data on fish contaminants

Identify and share assessment methods, and

promote consistency of health risks and benefits

assessments utilized by members to develop fish

consumption advice 

Share and coordinate approaches for health

education and community engagement



Great Lakes Fish Consortium





Questions?

facebook.com/nsglc

twitter.com/SGLawCenter

youtube.com/SeaGrantLawCenter

nsglc.olemiss.edu

Catherine Janasie

Senior Research Counsel 

cjanasie@olemiss.edu

Thanks to our Project Funders!
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