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● What is Deep Seabed Mining?
● Two Parallel DSM Permitting 

Processes: OCSLA and DSHMRA 
● Need for Speed: Mandate and 

Intent
● Protecting Opportunities to 

Engage

Questions and Considerations



One Prospective Industry; Two Permitting Tracks

Law OCSLA Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act DSHMRA Deep Sea Hard Minerals 
Resources Act 

Agency BOEM (potentially the MMA) NOAA

Target Area US EEZ and OCS Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction 

Target Minerals “Non Energy Minerals”  - minerals other than 
oil, gas, and sulfur 

Nodules only (not crusts or sulfides)



Need for Speed: Mandate and Intent 



DSHMRA Regulation Changes -
provide for one hearing and one EIS 
(within 180 days of certification)

Opportunities to Engage - Shifting Landscape

CZMA - opportunity for state 
agency to exercise rights and 
responsibilities* 
*all states and territories 
EXCEPT Alaska 

Proposed Leasing Notice -
opportunity for Governor to 
leverage procedural rights

NOAA does not have regulations implementing NEPA; instead, NOAA 

uses NOAA Administrative Order 216-6A and Companion Manual to 

NOAA Administrative Order 216-6A. The Companion Manual requires 

NOAA to publish a NOI "to prepare an EIS, which will include a request 

for public comment on alternatives or impacts and on relevant 

information, studies or analyses with respect to the proposed agency 

action."30 Any substantive comments or responses to comments will 

be appended to the final EIS.

DSHMRA
OCSLA



Questions? 

Bobbi-Jo Dobush
bobbi-jo@salthorizon.com

Salt Horizon LLC
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