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How do we build the new?
Three Examples

At the Community Level
Networks of Support Across 
Communities

Supporting the Infrastructure 
Communities Need

Village of Love and Resistance (VOLAR) National Black Food and Justice Alliance -
Black Land and Power 

Full Spectrum Labs 
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VOLAR's mission is to co-create a 

cooperative community in East Baltimore 

owned by Black and Brown people. They 

seek to build this cooperative community 

through the reclamation of land, healing, 

reconnecting and building a base of 

community power.

At the Community Level...

Village of Love and 
Resistance (VOLAR)

Mission

● Community-led development for 

anti-gentrification

● Community investment
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Web: volar.site



Networks of Support Across Communities...

National Black Food and Justice 
Alliance - Black Land and Power 
Coalition 

The Black Land and Power coalition, coordinated 

by the National Black Food and Justice Alliance, 

is a strategic alignment of Black land institutions 

and organizations around the U.S. working to 

deepen collective strategy towards regional and 

national Black land retention, protection and 

recovery. 
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Web:
blackfoodjustice.org/blp-fund

● Collective land stewardship

● Food security



Supporting the Infrastructure Communities Need...

Full Spectrum Labs (and 
Community Stewards) 

Mission

Full Spectrum Labs is an incubator-

accelerator that brings people, ideas, and 

capital together to grow regenerative 

economies powered by impactful solutions.

● Building ecosystem Infrastructure

● Financing just transitions
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Web:
https://fullspectrumlabs.org/















Lawyers across the US 
to learn from JT legal 
scholars, lawyers, and 
community organizers
ways to use our legal 
practices to address the 
needs of frontline 
communities and 
advance a  just transition. 

The Just Transition Lawyering Institute

Bringing Together
The JTLI is
An online training 
and network-
building program
for lawyers looking 
to align their law 
practice with the 
values and 
demands of just 
transition.



OBJECTIVES
JTLI Participants....
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● Gain foundational knowledge to navigate more effectively 
in just transition social movement spaces and provide legal 
counsel to client organizers, individuals, and communities 
that are navigating the most severe climate and economic 
impacts of the extractive economy

● Build essential skills to participate more effectively in and 
contribute to community-driven and systems change 
processes

● Increase values-based connection, skills sharing, and 
shared analysis with fellow lawyers, community organizers, 
and legal scholars

● Help to shape and communicate a proactive narrative 
that begins to articulate the rapidly emerging field of just 
transition lawyering  

● Seed membership and participation in the national Just 
Transition Lawyering Network

● Support building scholarship and practice on just 
transition lawyering aimed at transforming legal education 
and approaches to lawyering



Curriculum Format

Lectures and 
Panels

Asynchronous
2-3 sessions per 

week

Community 
Forums

Synchronous
Opening + 

Closing

Readings, 
activities, and 

discussion 
forums

Asynchronous
variable, weekly

Small-group 
discussions
Synchronous

weekly

Online Learning Platform: Pathwright 

https://www.pathwright.com/


The Just Transition Lawyering Institute

Introductory 
Activities

Fall Season
7 weeks
October - December

Spring Season
7 weeks 
April - May

CLE

Participation in both 
seasons required, 
enabling up to 2 
years of CLE credit 



FALL CURRICULUM WEEKLY THEMES

Pre Week 1. What is a Just Transition? Overview and Foundations

1. Grounding in Purpose, Values, and the Power of Community

2. Colonialism, Capitalism, and Climate Change

3. Legal Tools, Limitations, and Possibilities

4. Keep it in the Ground: Extractive Industries Upstream and Downstream

5. Disaster Law and Equitable Recovery

6. The Rights and Risks of Demanding a Just Transition



SPRING CURRICULUM WEEKLY THEMES

Pre Week 1. Introduction: Building the New

1. Solidarity Economies Lawyering and Growing Solutions from the Ground Up

2. Centering Community Power in Investment and Energy

3. Building Community Wealth and Opportunities

4. Collective Control of the Land and Power Building at Work

5. Ensuring Policy and Public Infrastructure Meet Our Basic Needs

6. Growing Community Resilience & Tools to Facilitate Equitable Recovery
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