
Clean Air Act - The History

• Precursors to Clean Air Act

– Air Pollution Control Act of 1955

– Clean Air Act of 1963

– Air Quality Act of 1967

• Clean Air Amendments of 1970

– Implemented many of the current requirements of the Act 

• Clean Air Act Amendments of 1977 

• Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 



Clean Air Act - The Titles

• Title I - Air Pollution Prevention and Control

– Air Quality and Emission Limitations

• National Primary and Secondary Ambient Air Quality Standards

• State Implementation Plans 

• Standards of Performance for New Stationary Sources 

• Hazardous Air Pollutants

• Federal Enforcement

– Prevention of Significant Deterioration of Air Quality

– Plan Requirements for Nonattainment Areas

• Title II - Emission Standards for Moving Sources

• Title III - General Provisions

– Includes definitions and citizen suit process

• Title IV - Acid Deposition Control

• Title V - [Operating] Permits

• Title VI - Stratospheric Ozone Protection



Major Clean Air Act Programs

• National Primary and Secondary Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)

• State Implementation Plans (SIPs) 

• Federal New Source Review (NSR) Preconstruction Permits

– Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) Permits

– Nonattainment New Source Review (NNSR) Permits    

• Title V Operating Permits Program

• New Source Performance Standards (NSPSs)

• Maximum Achievable Control Technology (MACT) Standards and National 

Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (HAPs)

• Mobile Sources/Fuels


