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THIS PRESENTATION IS AN INFORMAL OVERVIEW OF THE CLEAN 

WATER ACT.  THESE SLIDES ARE NOT INTENDED AS A FORMAL 

STATEMENT OF THE POSITION OF THE EPA OR THE UNITED 

STATES.  

 

 

DISCLAIMER:  
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Clean Water Act 

ñThe objective of this chapter is to restore 

and maintain the chemical, physical, and 

biological integrity of the Nationôs waters.ò 

 

   CWA Ä 101(a), 33 USC 1251(a) 



CWA Structure 

 
·Subchapter I ï Policy; Research and Related 

Programs; program grants;  

·Subchapter II Construction Grants for POTWs 

·Subch III ï Standards and Enforcement 

·Sub IV ï Permits and Licenses 

·Sub V ï General ï definitions; citizens suits 

·Sub VI - SRF 

 

 

 

 



Evolution of Water Protection 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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Controversy on ñWhat is a ñWaterò?  

 

 

Topic to be covered by other Presenters 



CWA Ä 303 (c) ï WQS 

·Water Quality Standard 
ƁDesignated uses  - beneficial uses: ñfishable/swimmableò 

ƁWater quality criteria  and Antidegradation policy 

 

·  States have primary responsibility to develop WQS 
 

·EPA develops national WQ Criteria and  has oversight 
authority over State WQS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



303(d) ï Impaired Water List and TMDLs 

 

·Primary requirements for Section 303(d)  

¶Identify WQS Problem: Impaired waters/303(d) List  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶TMDL ï total maximum daily load 

¶Plan to attain WQS  for impaired waters: 

 

 


