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YESTERDAY

Urban sewage was the #1 cause of water pollution

More than $220 billion spent since 1972

$100 billion in original construction grant program

$120 billion through the Clean Water State Revolving 

Fund



CLEAN WATER STATE 
REVOLVING FUND

$120 billion spent

96% spent on sewage treatment

Over 36,000 total projects

Average project cost: more than $3 million



TOMORROW

Agricultural Runoff is NOW the #1 source 

of water pollution

Stormwater is NOW the #2 source of water pollution

Most agricultural runoff and stormwater projects cost 

less than $100,000

CWSRFs are not equipped to deal with many small 

projects not on public property



WHO WILL PAY?

What Governor is going to tell a farmer that he 

must pay for a $50,000 constructed wetland 

project on his property to reduce the runoff?

What Mayor is going to tell the Pastor of an urban 

church to tear up his parking lot and replace it 

with permeable pavement and to take the money 

out of the collection plate?



WHO WILL PAY?

If not the owner of the property, who will pay 

for tomorrow’s water pollution control 

projects?



WHO WILL PAY?

1. Downstream Users

They can get the nutrient reduction credits, leading 
to nutrient trading programs.  Their sewer agency can 
“adopt” an upstream agricultural project

2. Sponsorship programs

Effectively grants.  The CWSRF winds up paying

3. Everyone in the State… 

through a general water quality fee or tax



WATER QUALITY TAX/FEE

Maryland pioneered in 2004 with the “Bay 

Restoration Fee” a statewide charge, the 

proceeds of which went toward the 

Chesapeake Bay

The tax/fee is based on the estimated number 

of toilets on a premises

This tax/fee is popularly known as the “flush 

tax”



THE FLUSH TAX IS…

Broad based.

Everyone in the State pays, even those with septic systems

Inexpensive.  

Originally $2.50/month per household.  Raised to 
$5/month 8 years later with little opposition

Correlated with environmental goals.  

Everyone knows exactly why they’re paying the Flush Tax
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