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Margaret Bowman is a consultant working to promote sustainable water solutions in the American 
West, including development of impact-focused private investments. Margaret has over 25 years of 
conservation expertise, focused primarily on freshwater systems but also including experience on 
marine and other domestic and international environmental issues. Margaret worked for the Walton 
Family Foundation from 2008-2015, where as Deputy Environment Program Director she led the 
Foundation’s work to ensure healthy river flows in the Colorado River and provided leadership support 
for the Environment Program. Margaret has also directed the Lenfest Ocean Program at The Pew 
Charitable Trusts where she supported policy-relevant scientific research related to sustainable 
fisheries. For over a decade, Margaret provided leadership at American Rivers, a group dedicated to 
protecting and restoring healthy, natural rivers. Margaret held various titles while at American Rivers, 
including Vice President for Conservation, Director of the Dam Removal Program, and Chair of the 
national Hydropower Reform Coalition. Margaret has also directed the Environmental Program for 
Central and Eastern Europe for the Environmental Law Institute, served as an environmental consultant 
to the Czecho-Slovak government, and worked as an environmental attorney in private practice. She 
received a B.A. from Wesleyan University and a J.D. from Harvard Law School. 
 


