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Lorie J. Schmidt is the Associate General Counsel for Air and Radiation at the US 
Environmental Protection Agency.  She has worked in the federal government on a wide 
variety of Clean Air Act issues for almost 25 years.   

Most of her tenure has been in the Executive Branch, where she has held numerous 
positions in both EPA’s Office of General Counsel and in the policy office of the Office of 
Air and Radiation.  In her current position, she heads the Law Office within EPA’s Office 
of General Counsel that is charged with providing legal advice to the agency on the 
development, implementation and legal defense of all Clean Air Act regulatory 
programs, including the setting and implementation of the national ambient air quality 
standards.     

From 2005 to 2011, she worked in the U.S. House of Representatives as Senior 
Counsel for the Committee on Energy and Commerce.  She was the chief staff architect 
of and advisor on the cap-and-trade structural provisions of the American Clean Energy 
and Security Act, the comprehensive climate change and energy bill that passed the 
House in 2009.  Prior to EPA, she worked for a private law firm in Washington, DC.   

Ms. Schmidt received her J.D., cum laude, from Harvard University in 1984, and her 
B.S. in Materials Science Engineering, with honors, from Purdue University in 1981.    

 


