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How? And Why?

Ignorance and 
Apathy

Solution Inspiration



Agreement of Terms Agreement of Terms 
What is an Invasive Species?What is an Invasive Species?

•• Non IndigenousNon Indigenous
–– Truly from a far away landTruly from a far away land

•• Not a range extensionNot a range extension

•• The Population causes HarmThe Population causes Harm
–– To the EconomyTo the Economy
–– To Human HealthTo Human Health
–– To the EnvironmentTo the Environment



The Alaska SituationThe Alaska Situation
Relatively un-invaded so far because

•Stringent transport laws

•Geographic isolation/Northern Climate

•Small human population/few disturbed habitats

But the potential for invasions is INCREASING because
•Climate change/Development/Increasing trade and tourism

Bottom Line we are trying to communicate
It is in the best interest of Alaska and Alaskans to prohibit 
both the purposeful and accidental introduction of 
invasive Species



Alaska  NIS ConcernsAlaska  NIS Concerns
PresentPresent

Northern PikeNorthern Pike
Atlantic salmonAtlantic salmon
Norway RatsNorway Rats
ChytridChytrid fungusfungus
EarthwormsEarthworms
Many PlantsMany Plants
–– Jap. KnotweedJap. Knotweed
–– White CloverWhite Clover
–– Garlic MustardGarlic Mustard
–– Orange HawkweedOrange Hawkweed
–– And many moreAnd many more

Potential
•Green Crab
•New Zealand mud snail
•Mitten Crab
•Bull Frogs
•Crayfish
•Various finfish
•Invasive Tunicate
•Many Plants

-Eurasian Milfoil
-Purple Loosestrife
-And many more

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.npceu.com/media/fdu/ppt/practice/i-bullfrog.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.npceu.com/practice/default.htm&h=180&w=250&sz=24&tbnid=jca07rgP8V0J:&tbnh=76&tbnw=106&start=19&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dbullfrog%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DG
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ppdl.org/dd/images/garlic_mustard-close-up.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.ppdl.org/dd/id_plant.html&h=450&w=600&sz=75&tbnid=OK4l_O2XdrMJ:&tbnh=99&tbnw=132&start=9&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dgarlic%2Bmustard%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DG
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ppdl.purdue.edu/ppdl/images/earthworm_on_sidewalk.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.ppdl.purdue.edu/ppdl/update/02/Update04-15.html&h=442&w=600&sz=62&tbnid=3Xrqk9Rw8nAJ:&tbnh=97&tbnw=132&start=2&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dearthworm%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DG


Driving Forces in Alaska for Driving Forces in Alaska for 
NIS ActionNIS Action

National Invasive Species Act of National Invasive Species Act of 
19961996
Executive Order 13112Executive Order 13112
Endangered Species ActEndangered Species Act
2002 Plan written and approved2002 Plan written and approved
2003 Program Coordinator hired2003 Program Coordinator hired



Selected Invasive Species Selected Invasive Species 
Program Work to DateProgram Work to Date

Education and OutreachEducation and Outreach
State and Regional CoordinationState and Regional Coordination
Investigate ReportsInvestigate Reports
ADF&G NIS Team/AK NIS ADF&G NIS Team/AK NIS 
CouncilCouncil
Ballast water/hull fouling workBallast water/hull fouling work



ChallengesChallenges

Agency Staff buyAgency Staff buy--inin
Public buyPublic buy--inin
Political Leadership buyPolitical Leadership buy--
inin
Industry buyIndustry buy--inin
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