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E L I  R e p o r t

At the UN Conference dubbed Rio 
+ 20 in Brazil two years ago, ELI 
presented programs at several 

different important events. One of my 
favorite venues was the State Supreme 
Court, where a superb conference was 
chaired by one of my heroes, Justice 
Antonio Benjamin. I had worked with 
Justice Benjamin when he was a pros-
ecutor and value him highly. At the end 
of the conference, speaking first in 
Portuguese, Benjamin called me to the 
stage. As I was struggling to determine 
what was happening, he broke out in 
a large smile, switched to English, and 
presented me with a gift from the Bra-
zilian nation. 

Benjamin told the large international 
audience of judges and attorneys that 
he was giving a richly endowed nature 
book to ELI for its extraordinary work 
in the country over several decades, 
which included training for judges and 
prosecutors, training environmental 
agency staff, NGO staff, law students, 
and even the traditional forest dwellers, 
and helping to establish their leading 
environmental NGO. Benjamin was gra-
cious in his praise, naming many ELI 
staff who played such an important 

role in advancing environmental protec-
tion in that democratic and increasingly 
prosperous country. At a reception that 
evening, many members of the profes-
sion in Brazil signed the book for me; it 
is on my desk as I write.

I tell this story to point out that 
about half of the work that ELI does 
is in the global community. Led by 
our two exceptional directors, John 
Pendergrass and Carl Bruch, ELI’s in-
ternational footprint is extraordinary. 
The Institute has a rich history, rang-
ing from in-depth programs to path-
breaking research and capacity building 
for officials and NGO staff from Latin 
America to South Asia, from the Middle 
East to East Asia. 

By accessing the ELI web site you 
can get updated information on our 
international activities: our Water Pro-
gram, Ocean Program, and programs 
on Technologies for Sustainable De-
velopment, Capacity Building, Climate 
Change, Sustainable Livelihoods, 
Armed Conflict and the Environment, 
and our world famous Judicial Educa-
tion Program. 

We have also included on the web 
site examples of ELI in action, highlight-
ing a few of our many achievements, 
including protecting Nigerian villagers 
from the adverse health effects of gold 
mining, conserving private land in Latin 
America, and assisting Liberia’s post-
war recovery. 

As I traveled in the past few years to 
Jordan, Mexico City, and the Dominican 
Republic, it was gratifying to experience 
first hand the deep respect senior of-
ficials have for the advice, expertise, 
and on-the-ground problem solving that 
is the hallmark of ELI’s approach. For 
them, the Institute is far more than 
a U.S. NGO but a valued partner that 
knows the value of working with local 
organizations to advance environmental 
protection through the rule of law. 

In Mexico City I met with the chief 
justice of the Supreme Court, who com-
mended ELI for its work in training his 

staff. In Jordan senior officials of the 
Water Ministry made a special effort 
to attend our presentations, providing 
advice and assistance on handling 
their severe water shortage. And, in 
the Dominican Republic, their leading 
environmental senator ensured that his 
speech and mine would be televised 
throughout the country.

Our international work continues to 
expand and diversify. In the past few 
years we have also had ELI attorneys 
working in Liberia and Malawi, Africa, 
and Mexico. We provide education and 
capacity building, assistance in draft-
ing laws and regulations, and helping 
NGOs get established in Grenada, 
Guinea, Haiti, India, Jamaica, Jordan, 
Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria, South Africa, 
and Uganda. In Mexico we trained over 
700 federal judges and judicial officials 
on environmental law and managing 
scientific evidence, an effort led by Ale-
jandra Rabasa, the director of our Inter-
American Program. In Jordan, the direc-
tor of our International Water Program, 
Jessica Troell, has helped develop the 
framework for a water law and assisted 
in building capacity for compliance and 
enforcement in the water sector. 

We have established ourselves as 
the world’s leading NGO in promoting 
environmental peacebuilding in war-torn 
societies. ELI has published five books 
on the topic, with two more forthcom-
ing. With the United Nations Environ-
ment Program, we launched a global 
platform on environmental peacebuild-
ing, established the Environmental 
Peacebuilding Community of Practice 
with over 2,000 worldwide members, 
and produce a biweekly Environmental 
Peacebuilding Update. We have ap-
plied lessons from this research on the 
ground in countries from Ecuador to 
India and South Sudan to Myanmar.

ELI’s vision of “a healthy environ-
ment, prosperous economies, and vi-
brant communities founded on the rule 
of law” applies everywhere in the world, 
and we are making a difference.
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